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Press release  
Smart use of off-patent medicines will be 
critical to rebuild healthcare systems 
successfully post-Covid    
07 October, Athens, Greece  
Health systems have been severely jolted by COVID-19, causing widespread disruption to the provision of 
health care worldwide. As countries shift to investment in healthcare system recovery and ongoing 
management of COVID-19, off-patent medicines will be critical to their success.  

Off-patent medicines provide gold standard care for the majority of patients to manage chronic conditions 
worldwide. Generic medicines have been a game changer for cardiac, cancer and bacterial infection 
control, while biosimilar medicines have improved the lives of those living with inflammatory conditions 
and certain cancers. The future looks personalised with smart innovation on existing molecules, bringing 
value added medicines to the centre of patient care.  

As health systems develop recovery plans from the pandemic, it is essential that off patent medicines 
become the focal point of pharmaceutical policies. We have learned valuable lessons from economic crises 
of the past, including the detrimental impact of cost containment measures. As we look to rebuild from 
COVID-19, only sustainable policies based on medicines use and uptake, and their value for health systems 
and patients should under pin future reforms.  

Speaking at the Medicines for Europe-IGBA annual conference, Medicines for Europe Interim President 
Rebecca Guntern commented “The off-patent medicines industry mobilised like never before during COVID-
19 and we can be truly proud that we kept supplies of critical medicines going in the face of unprecedented 
challenges. The focus now should be on making sure that the recovery response is equally strong and 
thought through, integrating the lessons we all learned in the crisis. Off-patent medicines have always been 
the foundation of ensuring equitable access, but this is even more so now as we work together to rebuild 
our healthcare systems. We look forward to being an integral part of that discussion, particularly through 
the new EU Pharma Strategy and EU Beating Cancer plan”.  

President of PEF, Theodore Tryfon added “In Greece, we have seen how extreme cost containment 
measures on medicines do not work. Pharmaceutical policies should focus on the value brought to patients 
and health systems. Europe needs to build on its existing medicine production capacity and support 
investments that generate new jobs, ensure patient access to affordable medicines and maintain healthcare 
systems sustainability.” 

IGBA Chair Sudarshan Jain concluded “The issue of global cooperation in health has never been as needed 
and prolific as it is now. We must keep this momentum going and ensure that all stakeholders in the 
healthcare systems of all regions collaborate beyond COVID-19. This is also an important moment in history 
for regulatory harmonisation and reliance, embracing the digital agenda in healthcare and developing 
smart health and trade policies world wide.”  
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Medicines for Europe 

Medicines for Europe represents the generic, biosimilar and value-added medicines industries across 
Europe. Its vision is to provide sustainable access to high quality medicines, based on 5 important pillars: 
patients, quality, value, sustainability and partnership. Its members directly employ 190,000 people at over 
400 manufacturing and 126 R&D sites in Europe and invest up to 17% of their turnover in R&D investment. 
Medicines for Europe member companies across Europe are both increasing access to medicines and 
driving improved health outcomes. They play a key role in creating sustainable European healthcare 
systems by continuing to provide high quality, effective generic medicines, whilst also innovating to create 
new biosimilar medicines and bringing to market value added medicines, which deliver better health 
outcomes, greater efficiency and/or improved safety in the hospital setting for patients. For more 
information please follow us at www.medicinesforeurope.com and on Twitter @medicinesforEU.   

Panhellenic Union of Pharmaceutical Industries (PEF)  

The Panhellenic Union of Pharmaceutical Industries (PEF) represents the interests of domestic 
manufacturers of pharmaceutical products, a large and dynamic industry of particular strategic importance 
for the national economy. Greek pharmaceutical companies develop and produce mainly branded generics 
that apply the standards of quality assurance (QA) and the rules on good manufacturing (GMP). 

International Generic & Biosimilar medicines Association  

The International Generic and Biosimilar medicines Association (IGBA) strengthens cooperation between 
associations representing manufacturers of generic and biosimilar medicines from around the world. 
Adopting a patient centric approach, IGBA works to improve patients’ access to quality-assured, safe and 
cost-effective medicines by promoting competition and enabling innovation in the pharmaceutical sector 
and sustainable economic contributions for all stakeholders. For more details, regarding IGBA and its 
member associations, see the IGBA website at: www.igbamedicines.org 

 

http://www.igbamedicines.org/

